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to train boys between 13 and 17 belonging to families of small
land owners; but they did not give access to higher schools. The
'Special Schools' might have a lower course of three years,
followed by one lasting four years, and might give access to the
High Schools of Agriculture of Pisa, Milan, and Portici, and
later on to that of Perugia (founded in 1896). In order to supple-
ment the few agricultural schools, the Ministry encouraged the
communes to spread some knowledge of agriculture in the
elementary schools. After a campaign in this direction, due
mainly to the Minister Baccelli, there were in 1900 about 4,000
schools with their own small plot cultivated by the children.
The commercial schools with a definitely practical character
are quite recent. Till 1902 only local bodies had been interested
in this kind of instruction and support from the State had been
very slight; in that year the Minister for Agriculture, Baccelli,
following a motion by the Chamber of Commerce in Rome, set
up in the capital a Scuola Media per applicati al Commercio; soon
other schools of the same type were either founded or taken
under State control. In 1908 all existing commercial practical
schools were brought under one order; the Commercial School,
lasting three years (increased to four in 1916), trained boys and
girls between 10 and 15 years of age for work in trades requiring
a lower degree of education; the Commercial Institute of four
forms completed the instruction given in the Commercial School
for those who aimed at more important appointments. As for
agricultural education there was a parallel course of studies, of
a less practical character, in the Technical Institute; and the
instruction given in the Technical School was considered suffi-
cient, in most cases, for minor jobs with commercial firms.
The Technical School did not change much after its founda-
tion; it remained under the control of the Ministry of Public
Instruction, and in this way preserved very much the character
of something between a popular school of general culture and a
course for the training of clerks and lower-grade employees for
all kinds of offices. A certain number of them had become
specialized, an even larger number had added to the usual
subjects some complementary studies in order to allow the chil-
dren or their families to choose a more definite career. Its hybrid
character, which has already been pointed out, of a post-elemen-
tary school complete in itself, and of a lower course preparing
for the Technical Institute, was the cause of endless discussions.
The more technical schools of a lower grade which, as we have
seen, were created in those sixty years, and the growth of the
higher course of the elementary schools into a proper Scuola
Popolare, were threatening the very existence of an independent